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beginning of 1899 onwards the Government's proceedings in South
Africa raised the old trouble in its acutest form. The Liberal Im-
perialist wing were in touch with Cecil Rhodes and Milner, and
though critical of Chamberlain's methods, favourable to his general
aims. The great majority of Liberals watched with growing sus-
picion and disapproval the rising quarrel in the Transvaal, and wished
firm expression to be given to their opinions. Nothing would have
induced them to take part in the joint demonstration of British parties
against the Boers for which Chamberlain was asking in these months.
Campbell-Baiinerman kept the balance even until the war broke out,
but after that the task was beyond him. The war fever swept over
party boundaries and made new divisions. . There were' now three
distinguishable factions in the Opposition. There was the Liberal
Imperialist group which joined with the Unionist party in declaring
the war to be "just and inevitable" ; a centre group which held
it to be unavoidable after Kruger's ultimatum, but regarded the
diplomacy which led up to it as rash and unwise and looked to the
future with anxiety : and a third group which was whole-heartedly
pro-Boer, and condemned root and branch what it believed to be
an unrighteous attack upon the liberties and independence of the
two Dutch Republics. The centre was undoubtedly the great
majority, but the two others contained many of the ablest and most
pugnacious members of the party,; Roscbery, Asquith, Grey, and
Haldane on the Imperialist side; .and on the other Robert Reid, the
ex-Solicitor-General, and audacious free-lances like Labouchere, Bryn
Roberts, and the young Welsh member, Lloyd George, who now
for the first time brought himself into public prominence by his
daring advocacy of the Boer cause in the tumult of war. He only
escaped from the mob at Birmingham by disguising himself as a
policeman.
It is an axiom in democratic politics that while a war lasts any
change of Government will be from the less to the more warlike,
unless a country is compelled to make peace. At the beginning of'
1900 the country was very angry with the Government which had
landed it in a series of mortifying defeats at the hands of the Boers,
but angrier still with the pro-Boers and least of all in a mood, to
recall the Liberal party to power. That party.had now again to
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